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 The Iowa Women’s Foundation (IWF) is a nonprofit, grant-making foundation dedicated to 

improving the lives of Iowa women and girls.  One of 170 women’s funds around the globe, 

the IWF is part of an international women’s movement that is rooted in a commitment to 

justice and gender equality.   
 

 Founded in 1994 by a diverse group of Iowa women who recognized inequity in funding for 

women and girls and wanted to create an organization that would be the go-to source, “for 

women, about women and by women”. 
 

 The Iowa Women's Foundation is the only statewide organization working to enhance and 

improve economic self-sufficiency for women and girls in Iowa.  Through a diversified mix 

of action and funding including advocacy, education, research, grant-making and convening 

we can alleviate the causes and not just the symptoms of economic illiteracy. We unite 

money, ideas, and action to create lasting change for women and girls, their families and 

communities.   
 

 The Iowa Women's Foundation's knowledge of the needs, concerns and priorities of women 

and girls in Iowa is incomparable. With this information, we seek to achieve lasting 

community gains by addressing the root causes of social problems and work to measurably 

transform systems, attitudes and social norms.  
 

 Awarded Grants totaling almost a 1/2 million dollars to 135 projects reaching all 99 counties 

in Iowa.  Grants from the Foundation are intended to promote broad and fundamental change, 

particularly in small, grass-roots organizations that often do not receive grant funding from 

traditional sources.  
 

 Partnered with 14 organizations (IWLP) across the state producing a state-wide study - SHE 

MATTERS - 2012 Status of Women in Girls in Iowa and Mapping Tool.   
 

 SHE MATTERS: 2015 ISSUE and ACTIONS was released in February 2015.  This report 

continues IWLP’s ongoing efforts to deepen our understanding of barriers to success and 

opportunity for Iowa women and girls and our identification of ways to dismantle these 

barriers.   
 

 IWF is supported solely by generous gifts from over 1,100 individuals, businesses, 

organizations and foundations across Iowa and the United States. 
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