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A Tribute to Iowa Women and Girls

In keeping with its mission of improving the lives of Iowa’s women and girls,
the IWF honors Iowa women and girls from all walks of life. The Foundation
annually publishes OVATION: A Tribute to Iowa Women and Girls. This publication provides a fun, simple and unique way to pay tribute to a woman or girl
in your life.

Ovation:

n and Girls
A Tribute to Iowa’s Wome

2014

The first edition of OVATION introduced to our community 119 remarkable women. Through the tributes to them, we had a glimpse of the deeply important and
enormously varied ways they affect their families, friends, communities and professions. These women came to us from many areas: real estate and the arts, medicine and marketing, politics and entrepreneurship. They have deep bonds with
their communities, families and colleagues. From University presidents to board
executives, from small business owners to stay-at-home moms, from civil rights
leaders to community activists, from gardeners to designers, to volunteers - these
are women who have dedicated themselves to making a difference.
OVATION: A Tribute to Iowa Women and Girls also serves as a critically important part of the IWF’s annual operating funds and enables the Foundation to accomplish its mission of improving the lives of Iowa’s women and girls through a
diversified mix of action and funding. Additionally, monies raised through these
tributes will enable the Foundation to educate women and girls about philanthropy, and play a leadership role in the challenges and opportunities facing women
and girls in our community.
Each year, OVATION: A Tribute to Iowa Women and Girls is unveiled at a fun
and festive event presented this year by US Bank and Transamerica. During this
heartfelt event, honorees are recognized and introduced publically. Please join us
in honoring the amazing women and girls in our community and as a result help
us serve the women and girls who most need our support. For more information
visit the IWF web site or call 319-774-3813.

Why I support IWF
I have chosen to support the IWF as a way of giving back for the fortunes I’ve received. I am so thankful for the support and love of my parents
and other family members as well as for my education. There are many deserving girls and women who need a door opened for them along
with a boost of confidence to help them secure their futures.
--Diane Benoit
Serving on the IWF board has broadened my understanding of the economic and social challenges facing Iowa women. By contributing
financially to IWF, I can feel assured resources are being utilized to eliminate disparities and even the playing field for the next generation of
young women.
--Sashi Solomon
The most satisfying aspect of being a founder and committed donor is hearing the personal stories of women and girls whose lives have been
changed through our funding. Sometimes all is takes is someone to say “Yes, you can do it!” and “Let’s do it!” Powerful words.
-- Ellen Heywood
“I invest in IWF because we support women and girls in Iowa. IWF invests in innovative initiatives that traditional funders may not support. I’ve
always considered myself a feminist (defined as believing that men and women should have equal rights and opportunities). IWF has given
me the opportunity to connect with other feminists. And most importantly I get to be part of the Chicks for Change!”
--Jean M. Trainor, CEO/Chief Inclusion Officer

Interested in Supporting the Iowa Women’s Foundation?
Want to do more? Looking for volunteer opportunities?
Contact Dawn Oliver Wiand at (319) 774-3813.

“Like” us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/IowaWomensFoundation
Follow us on twitter! @iowawomensfdn
More about the Iowa Women’s Foundation –
Visit our website at www.iawf.org
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This is a historic year for the Iowa
Women’s Foundation—and not just
because it’s our 20th anniversary.
For the first time ever, the annual
luncheon will feature a male
speaker: Zach Wahls. Zach, an author, entrepreneur, advocate and
Iowan, will deliver the keynote address at the Iowa Women’s Foundation’s Annual Luncheon on October
22. The event will take place at the
Coralville Marriott Hotel and Convention Center.
Zach is well-known for his inspiring Iowa House Judiciary Committee address speaking out against
a proposed ban on gay marriage,
a speech that launched him from
college student to YouTube sensation and put him at the center of
a struggle for equality. Now a fulltime activist and the author of My
Two Moms, Zach will speak about
his journey to stand up for his family and his beliefs, and how we can
all become advocates for those who
need a voice.
A model for anyone who wants to
speak up for what they believe in,
Zach knows firsthand how it feels
to be viewed as “different.” Growing up in Iowa, he has seen the dif-

tice. As we look toward our next 20
years, Zach’s message will help inform the blueprint of our continued
work for equality in our state.
As part of our 20th anniversary—
celebrating two fruitful decades of
advocating for Iowa’s women and
girls—we’re also thrilled to announce that we’ll be awarding the
largest amount of grants in our organization’s history. We’ve come a
long way since 1994. We’ve helped
foster crucial changes, giving a
ficulties that still exist for women louder voice to the Iowa women
in our state.
and girls who need it most. But we
still have a long way to go. With the
Rather than shying away from con- help of our volunteers, donors, and
troversy, when he could have stayed grantee partners, we can’t wait to
silent, Zach transformed himself see what the next 20 years bring.
into an ally for women. For this
reason, we are thrilled to hear his On behalf of the Iowa Women’s
thoughts on how we can all empow- Foundation, I invite you to join us
er ourselves to work toward a better for the Annual Luncheon on Oclife for Iowa’s women and girls.
tober 22. Hear Zach speak about
his own journey of standing up
In addition to being our first male for what he believes in—and find
speaker, Zach is also one of the out how each of us can take action
youngest speakers IWF has ever through empowerment and advohosted. He’ll offer a new perspec- cacy to create a future that betters
tive as part of a generation that the lives of all the women and girls
has grown up with a fresh atti- in Iowa.
tude about empowerment, diversity, women’s issues, and social jus–Liz Swanson, President

From the Executive

Director

The Iowa Women’s Foundation is one of 160 women’s funds and foundations
spanning 30 counties around the globe. Through shared learning, collective action
and a common vision we are all working to improve the lives of women and girls in
our communities. Imagine the impact this network of funds has had over the last 30
years.
This philanthropic network collectively gives away more than $70 million per year
and holds over $535 million in working assets. Through a diversified mix of action
and funding, we call on governments, corporations, nonprofit organizations and
individuals to optimize their resources and scale up their collective investments in
Dawn Oliver Wiand
women and girls to balance the globe. Research shows that one of the most effective
ways to change the world with your charitable gifts is to support organizations that benefit women and
girls. Improving the life of a woman creates benefits and opportunities for her extended family, future
generations and then the larger community in which she lives.
The Women’s Funding Network unites women’s funds in a global movement and provides members the
tools and resources needed to maximize their impact. As a global network and a movement for social
justice, Women’s Funding Network accelerates women’s leadership and invests in solving critical social
issues—from poverty to global security—bringing together the financial power, influence and voices of
women’s funds. It unites ideas, knowledge, money and action to create lasting social change for women
and girls, their families and communities. The Iowa Women’s Foundation is honored to be a part of this
extraordinary global network and movement for social justice.

SHE Matters Mapping Tool

Using the data gathered from the SHE Matters 2012 project, a
user-friendly mapping tool was created to provide a simple, visual
platform for viewing data on the status of women and girls in Iowa.

generation,
continue, by the next
men.
If present trends
by women than by
will be supported

more Iowa families

The SHE Matters Mapping Tool is hosted on the IWF website.
From here, you can find statistics on women and girls in the
state, such teen birth rates, involvement in politics, poverty
levels, family status, and race. With information provided
visually on an Iowa state map, the Mapping Tool allows users
to quickly compare data in counties, cities, or school districts.

SHE MATTERS
2012 Status of Women
Presented by the

and Girls in Iowa

Iowa women’s LeadershIP

Project

IWF is proud to promote the SHE Matters Mapping Tool
as a powerful resource for advocates, grant writers, development
professionals, reporters, researchers, elected officials, and students.
We strongly believe in the power of better data to tell a better story,
ultimately leading to better arguments for funding.
Link to the Mapping Tool at www.iawf.org/get-the-facts/mapping-tool.

Statewide Directory
To further our goals of educating
Iowans and collaborating with
partners across the state, the Iowa
Women’s Foundation maintains an upto-date database of agencies providing
services for women and girls in the
state, ranging from education to crisis
support to youth programs.
From the IWF website, users can
search for agencies by region, city, or
type of service offered and receive
contact information and a link to the
agency’s website.
Link to the Statewide Directory
at
www.iawf.org/get-the-facts/
statewide-directory.

Iowa Women’s Foundation Grants Program

2015

Grantee Spotlight

Strong Girls Read Strong Books:
“This is really powerful work”
Article by Erin Becker
“Literature can be very influential in
your life,” Renita Schmidt, associate
professor at the University of Iowa
College of Education, said. “You’re
thinking about, what do I want to be
when I grow up? It helps you discover
your path.”
Schmidt and Amanda Thein, both associate professors in the Department
of Teaching and Learning at the College of Education, started Strong Girls
Read Strong Books, a research project-cum-community service program
that has also transformed into a fertile
learning ground for preservice teachers.
Through the program, Schmidt and
Thein, along with student teacher volunteers from their department, lead
book discussions for girls in fourth
through sixth grade. The texts feature
strong female protagonists and diversity-focused themes.
Recent selections include Savvy
by Ingrid Law, Flora and Ulysses
by Kate DiCamillo, and Drama by
Raina Telgemeier.
Because many of the books address
issues the girls face in their own lives,
Schmidt said that when they finish a
text, they frequently have a “tough talk,”
where the girls discuss how they related
to narratives like bullying and racism.
Strong Girls Read serves Grant Wood
Elementary students, where 77% of
the student body is on free and reduced lunch. Schmidt and Thein also
hope to develop their nascent Leader
Helper program, with seventh grade

girls heading up monthly book discussion groups at Southeast Junior High.

the program—while also fostering the
confidence of both the young girls and
the student teachers.

With funding from the university and
IWF, in addition to their in-school “It’s absolutely, for me, the perfect kind
book discussions, the group also visit- of research. It’s community service,
ed the Iowa City Public Library several
it’s public engagement, and it’s who I
times last year.
want to be as a leader and a teacher
educator,” Schmidt said. “This is really
“We were able to introduce the students
powerful work.”
to the library, show them who’s working there, and they saw all these col- With IWF funding, Strong Girls Read
lege students, and they fit right in. It also brought the kids to the University
was really cool,” Schmidt said.
of Iowa’s Teacher Leader Center to give
them a taste of college life.
The program provides a rich experience not only for the kids, but also for Schmidt and Thein showed the stuthe teachers-in-training, Schmidt said. dents the faculty offices, the TLC’s
The Iowa students get to practice their technology—including iPads and tables
teaching methods—and also learn how with built-in tablets—and introduced
to deal with the unexpected.
the kids to college students from African American and Latina sororities.
“They learn that everything doesn’t
have to go perfectly, all the time. So As part of their welcome, the sorority
it’s a really exciting teacher education
members demonstrated strolling, a
learning place,” Schmidt said.
collaborative dance performed in celebration of their communities.
Schmidt appreciates the program’s
three-pronged approach, helping ad- “The kids just loved it,” Schmidt said.
vance education research—a PhD
student will write her dissertation on
On the way back from their field trip to
the campus, one of the girls was looking out the window.
Schmidt asked her what she was doing.
“And she told me she was trying to remember her way back,” Schmidt said,
“in case she ever got to come to the University of Iowa.”

The Grants Program is at the heart of
the Iowa Women’s Foundation (IWF)
and has been since the organization’s
inception. The IWF awards grants to
organizations that address the needs
of women and girls in Iowa – primarily nonprofit organizations throughout
the state that work directly with women and girls.
As we consider which projects to support, the overarching goal is to promote economic success among women
and girls.

Number of Grants Awarded by the Iowa Women’s Foundation, 1996-2014
The Iowa Women’s
Foundation has funded a
total of 122 projects from
1996 to 2014. Of those, 18
have been statewide projects
designed to serve individuals
and/or organizations in all 99
counties. The remaining 104
have gone to organizations
working in specific counties.
This map shows how
many projects the IWF has
supported in each county
through 2014.

“Having been around strong women my entire life, supporting the IWF
comes naturally to me. The mission of improving the lives of Iowa’s women
“At the root of almost all challenges wom- and girls falls in line with what I saw my grandmother, mother and step
en face is economic insecurity,” said mother practice in their professional and personal lives.”
Dawn Oliver, Executive Director of the
IWF. “Whether it is food insecurity, lack
of adequate housing, domestic violence
situations, inability to care for children,
lack of means to travel to and from a job,
or inability to start a business, the root
cause is economic. Funding programs
which teach ways in which to attain a
measure of economic self-sufficiency
enables women to change other aspects
of their lives as well.”

— Jeremy Jones

zations and grassroots groups serving
women and girls in Iowa. The review
process is rigorous but open-minded. We like to encourage innovative
approaches to common problems
and regularly provide seed money for
start-up efforts.
For the 2014-2015 cycle, we received
38 proposals. A summary assessment
of each proposal is done by the Grants
Committee to ensure it fits our guidelines and scope, and the applications
are then sent to the appropriate Community Review Panel (CRP) for discussion and scoring. The CRPs are divided according to project focus, and
this year there were two Economic
Self-Sufficiency panels, and one each
for Girls’ Leadership and Women’s
Leadership.

Since the first grants were awarded
in 1996-1997, the IWF has received
745 grant proposals with funding requests totaling more than $3.35 million. To date, the IWF has been able to
support 122 projects throughout the
state of Iowa for a total grant amount
of $403,932. That is 17% of the total
dollars requested. It can be frustrating to have to choose among the many
excellent proposals submitted each
year, but this discrepancy also motivates us to work harder to raise mon- “The Community Review Panels play
ey for additional grants. Requests
a key role in the decisions to fund aphave more than doubled just from
plications,” said Mary Gantz, chair of
the 2012-2013 cycle ($110,760) to the
the Grants Committee. “They are com2013-2014 cycle ($221,705).
posed of community members who
have relevant experience and experIWF grants are available to both non- tise related to the category, and they
profit (501(c)(3) tax-exempt) organi- underscore the crucial element of im-

partiality in ranking the applications.
Panel discussions are lively and interactive and help immeasurably to guide
the decisions on funding.”
The CRPs meet in August and early
September. They rank the proposals
according to the current-year IWF
grant priorities and the procedures
described in the Grant Review Process
document, and forward the results of
their deliberations to the Grants Committee, who evaluates the top-ranked
proposals from each of the CRPs and
makes funding recommendations to
the IWF Board of Directors. The Board
makes the final funding decisions.
For the 2014-2015 funding year, the
Board has allocated $50,000 for
grants, which is the largest funding
pool in the history of the IWF grants
program. We appreciate the support
that has come to the IWF through the
Leadership Circle members, contributors to the tribute book Ovation, and
to attendees at the annual luncheon,
all of whom have made the growth of
the grants program possible.

